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Solidarity 
resolution

This branch notes

• That Haitham 
Mohamedain and 
Hisham Fouad have been 
detained by the Egyptian 
authorities for the 
peaceful expression of 
their political views.

This branch resolves:

• To call for their 
immediate release, along 
with the release of all 
other political prisoners 
in Egypt in a letter of 
protest to the Egyptian 
embassy

• To distribute information 
about the solidarity 
campaign to members. 

A lawyer who defended workers’ 
right and a campaigning journalist 

whose writing brought news of workers’ 
struggles to wide audiences have been 
detained by Egypt’s military regime in a 
fresh crackdown on opponents. 

Almost exactly a year after his 
previous arrest in 2018, labour lawyer 
Haitham Mohamedain has been 
detained again after being wrongfully 
accused of violating his probation terms 
after release from prison in October. 

On 13 May, he was summoned to 
the police station in Saf, south of Cairo, 
and detained without access to a lawyer, 
before being brought before prosecutors 
and remanded in custody for 15 days on 
charges of “aiding a terrorist group in 
achieving its goals”. 

Mostafa Maher, a former political 
activist was also detained separately, 
prompting fears of a fresh crackdown on 
the regime’s critics.

At least 8 other activists, including 
labour journalist Hisham Fouad 
were seized by security forces on 25 
June. According to statement by the 
Egyptian interior ministry, they are 
facing charges of directing a “economic 
conspiracy” aimed at siphoning funds 
from 19 companies towards activities 
planned by the banned opposition 
group, the Muslim Brotherhood.

Former Social Democratic Party 
MP and lawyer Ziyad al-Alimi, and 
Omar El-Shenety, executive director of 
Multiples Group Investment Bank were 
reported to be among those arrested. 
Another prominent figure seized in the 
raids was said to Hossam Moanis, who 
was campaign manager for Nasserist 
political Hamdeen Sabahy during his 
presidential election bid.

Hisham Fouad is a well-known 
figure on the Egyptian left. A leading 
student activist in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s, he went on to play a key 
role in the mid-1990s in a campaign 
by young journalists to resist control 
of the Egyptian Journalists’ Union 
by media owners and managers. Over 
the following decades his journalism 
was vital in mobilising support for the 
workers’ movement, including for the 
independent unions which emerged 
in the late 2000s. Hisham was also a 
prominent organiser in the movement 
against war on Iraq in 2003 and in 
Palestine solidarity activism.

The killing by medical neglect of 
former president Mohamed Morsi has 
highlighted the dire conditions for 
tens of thousands of political prisoners 
in Egyptian jails. Morsi collapsed 
and died in court on 17 June after 
years in jail, many of them spent in 
solitary confinement, without access to 
adequate medical care for his diabetes.

In the wake of his death, Egyptian 
activists warned that the regime was 
using collective punishment against the 
estimated 50,000 political prisoners 
who remain behind bars after unfair 
trials. 

Family visits were banned and the 
prison authorities were reported to 
be denying prisoners access to routine 
medical care for diabetes, heart and 
blood pressure conditions, refusing 
to transfer prisoners to hospital and 
closing prison clinics. Prisoners rely on 
visits from family to bring them food 
and medication in order to survive in 
Egypt’s filthy, overcrowded jails.

Go to Egypt Solidarity Initiative online 
to find out more about what you can do 
to help the campaign. 
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